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NAMED THORS WAS THE GREATEST AND MOST 
FEARED WARRIOR ALIVE, KNOWN AS "THE TROLL 

% JOM^ffC a § 

WHEN HE GREW WEARY OF FIGHTING, HE 
ABANDONED HIS WARRIOR'S CALLING AND TOOK 
HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER INTO HIDING IN ICELAND. 

ONCE THEY HAD ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES 
THERE, THORS MADE A LIVING CULTIVATING THE 
LAND AND FATHERED A SON. 

THE BOY'S NAME WAS THORFINN, AND HE 


AVENGING HIS FATHER'S MURDER. HE PARTICIPATED 
IN MANY BATTLES AND DEVELOPED INTOmdKO 


FE^OMEJlGNTERfH^L ffj ^ 

nIt.hejiidsi^qf the war with England. 

ASKELADD SUCCEEDED IN FREEING THE CAPTIVE 

V V i . A' t \f 1 \ }( - 


CANUTE, SECOND PRINCE OF DENMARK, AND 
LAUNCHED A PLOY TO CAPTURE THE THRONE. 

BUT AFTER KILLING KING SWEYN OF DENMARK. 
ASKELADD PERISHED BEFORE THORFINN'S EYES. 

WITHOUT A PURPOSE IN LIFE, THE EMPTY 
THORFINN FELL FROM WARRIOR TO SLAVE, AND 
EVENTUALLY WOUND UP LIVING ON AN ENORMOUS 
FARM OWNED BY A MAN NAMED KETIL. 

THERE. HE MET A WHOLE NEW HOST OF 
PEOPLE: HIS FELLOW SLAVE. EINAR; THE OLD 
MASTER SVERKElfpWHO HOPES TOlblE OUT IN THE 

kbi -mk 

FIELDS; KETIL'S^SLAVE AND LOyER ARNHEID; AND 
"SNAKE," THE HEAD OF THE FARM'S BODYGUARDS. 
IN HIS NEW LIFE WITH THEM.SHORFINN_^~ 

v ^„ uneD e„ un e AU „ ulu „ 


BAND, LEARNED OF HIS WHEREABOUTS AND CAME 
TO DRAFT HIM INTO THE WAR BETWEEN DENMARK 
AND ENCLANDfr^ 

^ WHEN THORS WAS ALREADY UNDERWAY. HE 


WHEN TH RS WAS ALREADY UNDERWAY, HE 
DISCOVERED THAT THORFINN HAD SNUCK ABOARD 
THE SHIP OUT OF CURIOSITY AND DESIRE TO BE A 

BEFORE THEY COULD FINISH THEIR VOYAGE, 
THORS WAS.ATTACKEMY ASKELADD'S BAND OF 
VIKINGS. AND HE GAVE HIS LIFE PROTECTING HIS 


AFTER THAT. THORFINN JOINED ASKELADD'S 


THE STORY SO FAR 

IN ELEVENTH-CENTURY SCANDINAVIA. A MAN 


BEFORE THORFINN COULD LEARN WHY THORS 
HAD GIVEN UP THE SWORD FOR GOOD. HE LOST 
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CHAPTER 72: THE CURSE OF THE HEAD 
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THE 

SICKNESS 
HAS ADVANCED 
THIS MONTH. 
HE IS UNABLE 
EVEN TO 
HOLD A 

CONVERSATION 

NOW. 



THEN HIS 
TIME IS 
LIMITED. 























WHEN 
WE WERE 
CHILDREN.. 


...MV 

BROTHER 
THE KING 
WAS QUITE 
SKILLED AT 
THAT GAME. 
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HARALD 
SENT A LARGE 
FLEET TO 
CANUTE'S 
AID IN 

CONQUERING 
ENGLAND, 
ACTIVELY 
ASSISTING HIS 
BROTHERS 
CAMPAIGN. 
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CANUTE! 
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PREPARE 
A BED¬ 
CHAMBER! 


HIS 

MAJESTY 

IS 

FATIGUED 
FROM 
HIS LONG 
VOYAGE! 
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DON’T 


NEED 
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CHAPTER 72 - END 


























CHAPTER 73: WHEN YOU'RE FREE 
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YOU AND 
I TURNED 
AN ENTIRE 
FOREST INTO 
FARMLAND. 


AND 
IT ONLY 
TOOK... 
OVER 
THREE 
YEARS. 
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WELL, 

THAT’S NOT 
A VERY 
CONFIDENT 


NEITHER 


WAS 


YOURS 

























































































YOU’VE 

TAKEN 

DOWN 

EVERY 

LAST 

TREE, 

THEN. 
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ive 

BEEN A 
SLAVE FOR 
SO LONG, 
IT’S HARD 
TO SAV. 


WHO 
KNEW IT 
WOULD BE 
SO HARD 
TO DECIDE, 
NOW THAT I 
FINALLY HAVE 
A CHOICE? 































HMM... 

IT’S TRUE 
THAT I DON’T 
GET ALONG 
WITH THE 
HANDS, 
THAT’S FOR 
CERTAIN. 



BUT IF 
I STAY 
HERE... 

< 

...I MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY 
HAVE THE 
CHANCE TO 
FREE 
ARNHEID. 


SHUT 

UP! 
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CHAPTER 73: END 



HSYH 

Hey, 

GRAMPS 
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BUT 

NOW.. 


IT 

TOOK 
(\ LONG 
TIME... 


...IT IS 
TIME TO 
COME 
SEE 
YOU... 
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IS...IS 
SOME OF 
THIS OURS, 
TOO ?! 
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THE 


THING 


IS...IT'S 


NOT AS 


THE SLAVE 
SLAUGHTERED 
KJALLAKR AND 
HIS SONS AND 
SET THE HOUSE 
ABLAZE. 


SIMPLE 


THAT. 
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AA- M . 

AHU h 






















NIMBLE 

EVEN 

UNDER 

FULL 

ARMOR. 


RING 

CANUTE’S 
AN ABLE 
WARRIOR. 
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REMEMBER, 
THE ENEMY IS 
NOT THE ONLY 
ONE WATCHING 
YOUR BLADE. 
YOUR MEN LOOK 
TO IT AS WELL, 
AND JUDGE 
FOR THEM¬ 
SELVES. 
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AH, THAT 
ONE WOULD 
BE MY 
PERSONAL 
RECOMMEN¬ 
DATION, 
THERE. 


KETIL, SON 
OF SVERKEL, 
OWNS QUITE 
A LARGE 
FARM IN THE 
SOUTH. 
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WE NEED 
MONEY, 
AND THE 
SITUATION 
DEMANDS 
SOME 
HARDSHIP. 


f RATHER N 
THAN SEEDING 
DISCONTENT 
THROUGHOUT 
THE KINGDOM 
WITH 

v TAXES... j 


...WE OUGHT 
TO AVOID THIS 
OUTCOME BY 
SACRIFICING 
THE HAPPINESS 
OF A SMALL 
NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE. 

























f ...WHAT IF 

WE JUST... 
DISBANDED 
THE 

STANDING 
k ARMY...? 

V • :■.■:/ l Avvei-i-... 

v' : ‘"' 

)w0£t 
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.WHAT?! 


KING 

HARALD 

HAS 

PASSED...? 




101 






























WHAT 

A DISASTER... 
I BROUGHT 
AN ENTIRE 
MOUNTAIN OF 
GOODS TO 
PAV MY 
RESPECTS... 


THREE 

WHOLE 

KNERRIR 

FULL? 


HA-HA! 

HOW 

GENEROUS 
OF YOU! 
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CHAPTER 75 - END 
























CHAPTER 76: OLMAR'S FINEST HOUR 





















































































































































































V-' 




























113 




























































115 














































































































THEN 
WE’RE 
LOSING 
AT LEAST 
TEN DAYS 
OF OUR 
TRIP'! 


c s$ 


THAT’S 
WELL 
MORE 
THAN A 
DETOUR!! 


BUT 

LISTEN, 

WORD!! 


THIS 

THORFINN 
IS NOT 
LIKE THE 
PREVIOUS 
ONES! 


IT’S ALREADY 
AUTUMN, 
POPS! IF WE 
DON’T START 
BACK HOME 
SOON, THE 
SEAS AROUND 
GREENLAND 
WILL FREEZE! 


WE’RE ALREADY 
PUSHING IT AS 
IT IS! WHAT 
IF WE ADD 
ANOTHER TEN 
DAYS, AND WE 
DON’T HAVE 
THE LUCK OF 
THE WIND OR 
TIDES ON TOP 
OF THAT?! 


I’M SORRY, 
POPS, BUT 
THERE’LL 
BE NONE OF 
YOUR "IT’S 
THORFINN" 
THIS TIME. 
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THEY 
ARE 
VERY 
FINE. I 
ACCEPT 
THEM. 


Y-YES, 

YOUR 

MAJES¬ 

TY! 


I HAVE 
SEEN 
YOUR 
GIFTS, 
KETIL. 


YOUR 

APPROVAL 



IS AN HONOR y 




1/ OF WHICH U 




I I AM MOST ll 

■mi 



M UNWORTHY, BUT I J“ 

j J ; 

tT TT 


' y\ AMNONETHE- /f 




LESS VERY GLAD /- 1 

' ' :■ : , 

III j 


TO RECEIVE IT! AM 
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P LEASE 
PUT ME 
IN YOUR 
ROYAL 
ARMY!! 


ONE OF 
YOUR 
THBGNS 
JUST 
LIKE MY 
BIG BRO, 
IF YOU 
CAN!! 


I HAVE 
TRAINED 
SO MUCH 
OUST FOR 
THIS DAV! 


OUST ^ 
WATCH A m 
DEMON¬ 
STRATION ^ 
OF MY- m 


o\\ 
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YOU ^ 
FIND THAT 
COMBI¬ 
NATION 
OFTEN. . 


NO CONCEPT 
WHATSOEVER 
OF WHERE 
HIS OWN 
LIMITS ARE. 


ALL 
PRIDE 
AND NO 
SKILL. 


SUCH 
MEN ARE 
THE FIRST 
TO DIE IN 
BATTLE. 
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THINK 

THE 

LAD... 


...WILL 
BE VERY 
USEFUL. 



THE 

TYPICAL 
NORSE 
YOUTH, AND 
DULL-WITTED 
TO BOOT. 


HE 

WILL DANCE 
PERFECTLY 
TO OUR 
TUNE. 
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CHAPTER 76 - END 
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I SAID, 
ON 
YOUR 
FUCK- 
ING 


OLMAR 

n 
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OLMAR, 
THORGIL, 
WHAT DO YOU 
HAVE TO SAY 
FOR YOUR¬ 
SELVES?! 


1 67 
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WHO 
DARES 
DISTURB 
THB KING’S 

peace 

IN HIS 
STRONG¬ 
HOLD?! 


COME 
QUIETLY, 
AND WE 
MIGHT 
NOT... 



1?0 































THORGIL 
SON OF 
KETIL, 
THEGN 
OF KING 


STANDARD 
DUEL. 
WE DID 
NOTHING 
WRONG. 
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YOU 

HEARD 

MY 

WARN¬ 

ING. 


WE WERE 
MEANT TO 
IMPLICATE 
KETIL IN HIS 
SON’S CRIME 
OF DISOBE¬ 
DIENCE AND 
TREASON TO 
THE KING! 


...TO... 
TO SEIZE 
KETIL! TO 
SEIZE AND 
ARREST 
KETIL!! 


so 

we HAD 
OLMAR 
KILL HIS 
MAJESTY’S 
MESSEN¬ 
GER...! 
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so 

KETIL 
AND HIS 
FAMILY 
FLED. 


'.:J 
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Yoave 

NO IDEA 
HOW MUCH 
WORK IT 
TOOK TO 
CONVINCE 
MY CREW... 


I CAN’T 
ESCORT 
WANTED 
MEN LIKE 
YOURSELVES 
ALL THE WAY 
HOME OUT 
OF SHEER 
GENEROSITY. 


YOU’LL 

HAVE 

THE 

SLAVE. 


KETIL 

FARMS WILL 
TAKE YOUR 
ENTIRE 

PAYLOAD FOR 
THREE TIMES 
ITS MARKET 
PRICE. 


DON’T 
WORRY. A 
WARRIOR 
NEVER 
GOES BACK 
ON HIS 
WORD. 


THERE’S 
THORFINN 
AS WELL. 
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Because I drew it so well. 



mma? 

8GSQ 

aum® 



5 

3 

c 

§ 










The Tragic Chains of Sin _ J'm so sorry. 
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even surprises the author how many fathers and sons appear in this 
manga. Some are close, aod others are not. My father is a strong and healthy 1 
judo athlete, a serious man who wore a crisp suit to work every morning 
.“-■L | - c --~irfami' . 


and neveuaosed trouble for oor^family with drinking or gambling. He's the 


perfect example of a good father, if, I'm allowed to say so myself. I wanted 
to be independent, from him as soon as possible. I felt ashamed to be under 
his care, didn't like having to follow his opinions, and swore that I wouldn't 
follow his influence. So I practiced kendo instead of judo. Of course, the fact 
that I would choose another combat style for my activity already says a lot, 
doesn't it? ^didn't butt heads about things; if anything, we were close. 

But I wanted to be as far from him as I could be. that's what me and my 
father areJike. I kind of hope v that my sons are the same way with me. Grow 
op oo your own, boys. Hmm...wait,-doesn't that mean I have to he a perfect 
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WHY DO YOU 
ONLY THINK 
ABOUT THINGS 
AS IF THEY 
REVOLVE 
AROUND YOU, 
BADGER?! 


YOU DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
HE CAN DO 
WITH THE 
SWORD! 
WHERE’S THAT 
CONFIDENCE 
COMING 
FROM?! 




IF WE 
CALL FOR 
HELP, 
THAT’S 
EVEN LESS 
OF A SHARE 
FOR US! 


GO 
AHEAD AND 
FIGHT HIM 
YOURSELF 
AND DIE FOR 
ALL I CARE!! 


YOU WANT 
A FUCKING 
HORSE SO 
BAD, YOU CAN 
TAKE A LEG 
OR TWO FOR 
YOUR SHARE 
AND EAT THEM, 
YOU FAT SACK 
OF SHIT!! 




I’M JUST 
SAYING, WITH 
THE THREE 
OF US IT’S 
ONE HORSE 
FOR EVERY 
MAN, NICE 
AND SIMPLE!! 

















































































































































PHEW 
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YOU 

THGRGl 

STOP 

THAT 

HORSBl 


















HE’S THE 
RUNAWAY 
SLAVE!! 


THATS 

Hm, 

SNARE!! 













































CHAPTER 79 - END 
























CHAPTER 80: 
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DIDN’T IT 
SEEM LIKE 
HE FORGOT 
FOR AN 
INSTANT THAT 


...I THINK 
THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
WRONG 
WITH HIM, 
SNAKE. 



























SO HE 
CAME 
HERE FOR 
ARNHEID. 
DON’T VOU 
DARE LET 
HIM HAVE 
HER. 
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CHAPTER 80 - END 





















ALSO, SEND 
A MESSAGE 
TO 

KJALLAKR’S 
UNCLE OR 
WHOEVER 
THAT WE’VE 
CAUGHT THEIR 
FUGITIVE 
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CHAPTER 81 - END 
































THE 

FUCKING 
HELL?! 
AFTER 
THE 
SUN IS 
DOWN?! 
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CUT MV 
ROPES, 
ARNHEID. 



LET’S 
GO BACK 
HOME. 
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ARNHEID. 
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UGH... 

IF THERE’S 
ONE WEAK¬ 
NESS I’VE 
GOT, IT’S MY 
SOFT SPOT 
FOR 

WOMEN. 
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CHAPTER 82 - END 
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THEIR 
GHOSTS 
APPEAR IN 
MV DREAMS 
EVERY 
NIGHT, 
CURSING 
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KSTRfcNGEffl 


MEEEL^asI 


VJ.'tVC.lJ TO c. I 

|BE l=©RE3lft| 
THE VERY 
DISTANT 
PAST... 






















IF 

THERE 
WERE A 
LAND... 
ACROSS 
THE 

HORIZON.. 


A LAND 
WITHOUT 
WAR OR 
SLAVERS... 


IF 

THERE 
WERE A 
LAND OF 
PEACE... 



...THAT’S 

NOT 

HERE... 


SOME¬ 

WHERE... 
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CHAPTER 83 - END 
























CHAPTER 84: A CONVENIENT DREAM 
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ONLY 

OPTION, 

THORFINN. 
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MAKE SURE 
I’M IN THE 
CART. IF I’M 
THERE, NO 
ONE ON THE 
FARM WILL 
THINK TWICE 
ABOUT IT. 


































































LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY, 
THE GUESTS 
WILL HAVE 
A HARDER 
TIME 

FOLLOWING. 
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CHAPTER 85 - END 











CHAPTER 86: NO GOING HOME 
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DOES SUCH 
A TALENTED 
FIGHTER 
END UP A 
BODYGUARD 
ON A RURAL 
FARM...? 



























HRGH! 
















































HE KILLED 
FIVE OF MV 
MEN. I’M NOT 
GOING TO 
TURN THE 
OTHER WRY. 


I WON’T BE 
SATISFIED 
UNTIL I’VE 
KILLED HIM 
TIMES 
OVER. 
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tell roe, 

THORFINN, 
ARNHEID! 
WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THEIR 
WORTH?! 
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SNAKE!! 






























































NOBODY IS 
BLOCKING 
OUR WAY 
ANYMORE. 
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Sea of Norway 


KETIL'S A farm where Thorfinn works as a slave. It is 
FARM invaded by Gardar, a dangerous runaway slave 
from a nearby farm. 


.LING The capital of Denmark. Ketil and bis sons Iboryil and 
Olmar were trapped in a scheme of Canute's, and needed 
tbe help of Leif fricson's ship to escape. 


SWEDISH VILLAGE 



tbe place where Gardar and Arnheid lived 
with their son, Hjalti. A war broke out 
over an iron-rich swamp, and tbe village 
was raided. 

ARNHEID 


































































DRAWN BY: HAITO KUMAGAI 





















































































































































































































































In any text I consult it always says that the Vikings loved freedom and hated control and 
restrictions. lo them, freedom was something won and maintained by strength. There was 
no means to rule a Viking other than crushing him with military or economic force. "King" 
was just the title of the one who wieldedthe most power. On the flip side, this meant that 
those who were ruled over and lost their freedom suffered because they were too weak. In 
a society where power is everything, it is a matter of fact that the weakest will be slaves. 
Nt was a shared cultural understanding that those who were too weak to protect their 
own freedom were at fault for their plight. Ihere was no guilty doubt about the strong 
enslaving, subordinating, selling, or killing the weak. That was just the culture they lived in. 
So how did the kindhearted live in such a culture? Ihere must have been some who hated the 
meritocracy and the punishment of the weak. It must have been very painful to have such a 
large.gap between the customs of society and one's own sensibilities. Did they have to keep 
their ideanecret, and restrict themselves to silently lamenting the plight of mistreated 
slaves without takingytion? Such a person adrift in the culture of the time must have 
.been nameless and penniless^n fact, perhaps the only people who felt that way would've 
been slaves themselves. Only thntrong leave theiMames in history; the stories of such 
ordinary minorities aremot saved over the centuries. Ihat's one of the more bothersome 
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Translation Notes 

Thegn, page 102 


A personal servant of a lord or king, in this case referring to official soldiers 
as opposed to militia men. The definition varies depending on the time and 
place; for example, the Scottish thanes as seen in Shakespeare’s Macbeth were 
royal officials much like counts. 
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ASK YUKIMURA 

This exclusive Q&A with series creator Makoto Yukimura appears only 
in the U.S. edition of “Vinland Saga.” Future volumes will include them, 
too, so if you have a question you’d like to ask Mr. Yukimura, please send 
it to kodanshacomics@randomhouse.com, or to: 

Kodansha Comics 

451 Park Ave. South, 7th floor 

New York, NY 10016 


Makoto Yukimura: The 

backgrounds are a job done 
by myself and my three staff 
members together. In other 
words, they take four times 
the work of the character 
drawings, which I do myself. 
One chapter of about 30 
pages requires two weeks of 
working 12 hours a day. 

I believe background 
drawings are quite essential. 
The background is the 
world. I don’t think you 
can tell a story with just the 
characters, divorced from 
the world, and I don’t think 



Kodansha Comics: Your impressive attention to detail in backgrounds 
is always something Vinland Saga fans point out to us. How much time 
do you typically spend on 


backgrounds? What do 
you think makes them so 
important to manga? 
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you should. But also, I simply find it a fun task to imagine and draw what 
food the characters eat, what kind of houses they sleep in, what kind of 
environment they live in. 

Even saying that, of course, we are all human, so there are mistakes 
scattered here and there in the background images. I can’t brag too much. 
In the future, it’s all up to the extent of my diligence, too. 

Kodansha Comics: You said previously that one of the reasons you 
decided to draw Vinland Saga was because you wanted to address the 
theme of violence. Was there an event in your life or in the world that 
made you want to write about this theme? 

Makoto Yukimura: It’s not that there was any specific experience or 
event that made me want to write about the theme of violence. 

It’s just that, in the 
hero manga of my 
beloved Japan, no 
matter what the 
story is, most of 
the protagonists 
are the strongest 
in that they 
are the best at 
doing violence. 
Meanwhile, the 
characters who 
aren’t skilled 
with violence 
are portrayed 
as weak. So the 
story unfolds with 
the hero repeatedly beating up the bad guys, one after another. Usually, 
no matter what happens, it’s difficult for the hero to escape this destiny. 
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But what would happen to a hero manga if the protagonist really wished 
he could escape from this fate of violence? Could you still tell that story 
without it losing its entertainment value? I decided that I wanted to try 
that out. 


That’s one of the many reasons I chose violence as a theme. 



SEE YOU IN BOOK SEVEN. 
COMING DECEMBER 20151 
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